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‘Focus on work place safety should be sustained’ 

By Haidee V. Eugenio 
Variety Assistant Editor 

HAWAII Department of Labor and Industrial Relations director Nelson Befitel 
yesterday encouraged employers to increase efforts and sustain their focus on workplace 
safety, as some 100 representatives of private businesses and government agencies from 
the CNMI, Guam, Hawaii and the Federated States of Micronesia gathered for the 
opening of the four-day Governor’s 3rd Annual Safety and Health Conference. 
Befitel was the guest speaker at the event held at World Resort Hotel in Susupe. 
In his remarks, Befitel noted the importance of partnerships and cooperative programs 
like the Northern Marianas Alliance for Safety and Health to promote and sustain safety 
and health at CNMI worksites. 
“The prevention of workplace injuries, illnesses and fatalities in the workplace has a far-
reaching effect. Not only do you preserve the quality of life here for yourselves, families 
and children, but throughout this region,” he said. 
In Hawaii, workplace accidents have dropped by 29 percent since 1995, he said. 
Befitel attributed this to partnerships between employers and employees, with the help 
of many safety and health professionals. 
“While this decline clearly illustrates that Hawaii, like the CNMI, is a community that is 
dedicated to safety and health, we must increase our efforts and sustain our focus in this 
area,” said Befitel, who also read a message from Hawaii State Gov. Linda Lingle to 
Gov. Juan N. Babauta. 
Lingle extended her invitation to Babauta to the Governor’s Pacific Rim Conference in 
Honolulu in May of next year. 
Befitel also cited a new safety campaign in Hawaii called “Tie off…It’s your life” 
involving several leading construction companies. Their participation includes posting 
banners at construction sites, contributing to television, print and radio spots and 
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supporting training efforts that encourage workers to use fall protection. 
“The goal of this public awareness campaign is to encourage construction workers to 
wear proper fall protection, to ‘tie off,’ if not for themselves, then for their wives, 
children, their loved ones, their ‘Ohana’ or family,” Befitel added. 
In the first two years, the health and safety conference used to be only a CNMI-wide 
event. 
Now in its third year, conference organizers that include NMASH, the CNMI Office of 
the Governor and the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, decided to invite representatives from other areas of the Pacific region. 
Guam Labor Director Maria S. Connelly was also present at the event. 
OSHA Region 9 director Frank Strasheim and Gov. Juan N. Babauta lauded efforts by 
employers to heed workplace health and safety requirements, but added that more needs 
to be done. 
Strasheim earlier said that while the CNMI has become a better and safer place to work, 
there remain major problems like construction-related hazards and unsafe drinking 
water at labor barracks and workplaces. 
Befitel and Strasheim separately pointed to increased construction activities as reasons 
for a rise in construction trenching and fall hazards. 
“Many of you may be aware that Hawaii is currently experiencing a tremendous boom 
in the construction industry. While this is contributing to a robust economy for the state, 
we have also seen an alarming increase in the issuance of citations for the lack of 
utilizing fall protection gear at construction sites,” Befitel said. 
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